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FROM THE RECTORY. “Rising early in the morning we proceed to light the fire.....” so goes
a well known song from one of Gilbert and Sullivan’s Operettas and it has been springing in my
mind on these lovely summer morning. Even now we have a little dawn chorus after the glories
of the Spring session, morning are, | believe, one of the most productive times of the day. I
wonder how many families on holiday dream of that “lay in” only to be woken by excited
children fully recovered from the previous day’s experiences! Another morning, another day time
for work, rest and play! I hope those who manage to get away on holiday have a good time and
those who cannot find time to enjoy just where we are.

I cannot think of many mornings in the Bible after the stories of creation except those that are
recorded at the time of Passion of our Lord. Mary Magdelene going to the tomb early in the day
and then Jesus with waiting on the seashore as the disciples fish unsuccessfully until they are told
to cast their net on the other side of the boat, bringing in a huge haul of fish that nearly broke the
nets, especially when they had nearly given up. It possibly was not only fishing that they had
given up on but Jesus as well. They had returned from those traumatic days in Jerusalem and the
site of the Crucifixion to their homelands and their daily labour. It had all gone wrong, this Jesus
was not who they thought he was or at least what they thought the Messiah should be, the whole
situation was a mess and I dare say they felt vulnerable, would they be hunted down by the
authorities and religious leaders and punished. It must have been a terrible time and all they
wanted now was something familiar and reassuring and what better place to be than home and
getting on with the job, after all they still had to eat and have somewhere to live.

The fish were caught and then the thunderbolt hit them, it was Jesus, yes the man they had seen
crucified, waiting for them on the shore and preparing to cook breakfast with the fish! There
reaction, as told in the twenty first chapter of Saint John’s Gospel was rather muted, it was the
third time Jesus had shown himself to his disciples but here the first time Peter is mentioned by
name at one of these appearances and the focus is on him receiving from Jesus the commission
which started the mission of the Church. His life and the lives of the disciples were changed
forever. People’s lives are still changed today. The interesting thing is that this happened as the
disciples returned to their daily living, it was on a normal working day that they met Jesus.

As we go off on holiday there is a lot of hope and expectation, especially with the young, of
hopes and treats in store and the unknown. Parents in their wisdom don’t often tell everything
that is planned, after all it might just not be possible and no one wants to be disappointed. There
are many types of holidays and they are not always on the beach! Yomping up mountains,
Monkey walks, Mountain Biking and goodness knows what else are offered by the holiday
industry catering for the needs of the holiday maker, it can all be planned in the finest detail.
Then of course there is always the weather! Hopefully refreshed we return home to our normal
routine batting on with things. I hope, on reflection, we can find time to make Christ part of our
normal routine and breakfast with him daily.

THANKYOU to everyone who helped and shared in the Summer Garden Party on July 12. It was
a very happy day and everyone had a wonderful time. John Eley
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TKHeat

105 The Hill, Thurlow
Kevin@ TKHeat.co.uk

Modern White
Bathroom Suite.
Bath, Basin & Dual Flush WC.
Including Taps & Toilet Seat.
Supplied & Fully Fitted £425.

See website for terms & conditions.

OILBOILER SERVICING
£39 + Parts

01440783654
Ll 07966 208794

Business
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